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Wiffleball league looking to recruit
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MU Day at the Capitol
Capitol rotunda receives kelly green makeover
By TAYLOR STUCK

THE PARTHENON
The upper rotunda of the West Virginia Capitol building was kelly
green for Marshall Day, Wednesday.
Nancy Pelfrey, assistant director of alumni relations, said the day
was an opportunity for students and professors to show off what
they do and interact with members of legislature.
“We do Marshall University at the Capitol once a year during the
legislative session,” Pelfrey said. “It is an opportunity for us to come
here and show the legislators what Marshall does on a daily basis
and what all the state dollars are going to. We just want the state
leaders to be as proud of Marshall as we are.”
The Marshall University Fife and Drum Corps performed the
national anthem and “West Virginia Hills” for the House of Representatives. The House and Senate recognized various Marshall students,
faculty and programs. Both Houses read resolutions recognizing
Marshall.
Colleges, programs and groups, including the Student Resource

Center, the Recreation Center and Housing and Residence Life, set up
more than 30 different booths.
Bradley Leonard, junior visual arts major from Huntington, was
one of the attendants for the Student Support Services booth.
“We’ve had a really successful day,” Leonard said. “We have had a
lot of people come by and ask questions. I feel really confident in
how it’s going.”
Many booths had free giveaways and prizes, such as t-shirts from the
office of recruitment, and had information about each respective
group. Alumni relations served free popcorn and refreshments.
The university also showcased its success of the Bucks
for Brains initiative with displays featuring each of the 16
new endowments and the donors to the program.
John M. Maher, vice president for research, said
Bucks for Brains is a state funded program for research that was created by legislature in 2008. The

See CAPITOL | Page 5

LEFT: Displays of 16 endowments and the donors for the Bucks
for Brains program align the West Virginia State Capitol rotunda,
Wednesday.
MIDDLE: The Marshall University Drum and Fife Corps performed
for the House of Representatives.
RIGHT: Beth Wolfe, director of recruitment, and Ella McComas,
assistant director of recruitment, greeted all who entered the Capitol
with free T-shirts and other giveaways.
PHOTOS BY TAYLOR STUCK | THE PARTHENON

Med school’s specialty care
expands to Mingo County
By SHANE BIAS

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University School
of Medicine is now providing specialty healthcare at the Larry Joe
Harless Community and Health
Center in Mingo County.
Jennifer Plymale, executive
director of the Robert C. Byrd Institute for Rural Health, said they
have been going into communities
to identify ways to work with communities to provide care.
“The Marshall School of Medicine is there providing specialty
care to a community that is underserved in that aspect of medicine,”
Plymale said.
Cheryl Mitchem, executive director of the Harless Community and
Health Center, said she is very appreciative for the help Marshall is giving.
“We really appreciate everything
Marshall and the other participants are giving us,” Mitchem said.
“Marshall and the other schools
are a real blessing to the people in
this area.”
The Harless Health Center is
a collective partnership that includes the School of Medicine,
West Virginia University’s School of
Medicine, the West Virginia School
of Osteopathic Medicine, the town
of Gilbert and the Harless Center to
help provide healthcare to the area.

“We are meeting an enormous
need in the small community because
many of the residents would have to
travel to get care,” Plymale said.
Mitchem said she is thankful
the healthcare is coming into the
community.
“These clinics are now providing
specialty care services that were
badly needed and the best part is
they are bringing it to our community,” Mitchem said. “With the help
of Marshall and the other schools,
we are now able to help more
people with things other than just
primary care. We are really thankful for the ability to do that.”
The Harless Center received a
grant of nearly $3 million to renovate part of the center to create a
healthcare clinic for the area.
“The great thing about the Harless Center is not only will it now
offer specialty healthcare to a region desperate for that, but it will
take people regardless of if they
can pay for it or not,” Plymale said.
The Larry Joe Harless Community Center aims to help enrich
people’s lives in Gilbert, W.Va. and
the southern West Virginia area by
offering health, educational, recreational and cultural opportunities
in a moral environment.
Shane Bias can be contacted at
bias117@marshall.edu.

SRC presents networking program
By COURTNEY BROWN

THE PARTHENON
Extending a college network goes
beyond the classroom as Marshall
University’s Student Resource Center
demonstrated with their program “Networking in College.”
Marshall students were given the
chance to attend two separate sessions
at noon and 2 p.m., Wednesday. Located
on the second floor of the Memorial
Student Center, the event offered the
chance for students to discover their
own network.
The overall question that students
were asked was ‘what is a network?’
Around 20 students attended the
event and came away with ideas on
how to recognize their own network

and who was a part of that network.
Michelle Barbour, career specialist,
said a network includes academic, social and career related involvement.
“Students should just get involved
and start thinking about what they
want to do with their degrees so they
can start thinking about the activities
they need to do so they have a well-developed resume,” Barbour said.
Barbour encouraged students to begin getting involved on campus and
developing a resume now. Working on
a resume throughout a student’s college career ensures that information is
accurate.
Making connections on campus helps
connect students with people individually in the job market, Barbour said.

Jeannie Harrison, political science
major, said she is involved with the
work-study program at Marshall and
knows the importance of having a
network.
“I actually spent a semester after
graduation in the job market and it
is very tough out there and it is very
much about who you know,” Harrison
said. “So, networking is absolutely vital while you are in college. Something
to remember is that a lot of professors
have their own professional networks
to. So, if you can develop a relationship
with a professor where they will trust
you it is a great way to leverage that
into a job.”

See NETWORKING | Page 5

Survey provides chance for students to voice concerns
By JESSICA PATTERSON

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University students will
have the opportunity to give feedback
on the university’s strong and weak
points by way of survey.
Mary Beth Reynolds, director of academic assessment at Marshall, said the
National Survey of Student Engagement
is an annual survey given at institutions
across the United States and Canada.
The survey measures students’ engagement on college campuses. The
NSSE website defines “student engagement” as a representation of two main
features of collegiate studies.
Reynolds said these features are the
amount of time and effort students put
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into their studies and academic activities and how the institution organizes
resources, curriculum and other learning opportunities to increases student
involvement in academic activities.
“It gives us some really useful information in terms of how our students
do compared to students at other institutions across the country that are
similar to ours,” Reynolds said.
Reynolds said freshman and seniors
are given the survey annually.

HIGH 40°

LOW 31°

254511
BCC CAFE INC, SOUTHERN X-POSUR

Sherri Smith, executive director for the
Center for Teaching and Learning, said the
reports from the survey create a chronology of student experiences at Marshall.
“It gives us a snapshot of how levels of engagement might change over
time,” Smith said.
Smith said the similar institutions are
known as Marshall’s Carnegie peers.
Smith said the Carnegie peers help
compare Marshall to institutions and
help the university diagnose what
gaps students might be experiencing
in their education and the kinds of
engagement they are asked to be involved in in the classroom.

See SURVEY | Page 5
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Career Services offers opportunities through JobTrax
By HAYLEE ROBERTS

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Career
Services gives students many opportunities to be successful in their
majors and future career goals.
JobTrax lists open job positions for students, alumni and
faculty. It is free for both students to register for jobs and
for employers to post jobs.
JobTrax offers full-time
and part-time jobs as well as

internships for students.
Denise Hogsett, director of
Career Services, said JobTrax
lists over 2000 employers, both
national and international.
“There are over 7000 students and alumni that have
used this to find jobs and internships,” Hogsett said.
A program that is new to
JobTrax is the faculty portal.
“We have had a portal for
students and alumni as well

as employers, but something
new to our program is the faculty portal. Marshall faculty
can go to JobTrax and register for their own account and
look at employers that are
registered on the site. It also
offers faculty the ability to see
career outlooks, what the median salary is and objectives
and goals of that career as
well,” Stoler said.
Many
professors
on

NASA, using Kepler
space telescope, finds
smallest planet yet
By ERYN BROWN

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
NASA scientists have discovered a faraway planet
that’s smaller than Mercury,
far tinier than they expected
they could find when they
launched the Kepler space
telescope nearly four years
ago.
The hot, rocky world orbits
a sun-like star that’s about
210 light-years from Earth.
Astronomers are excited
about it because it’s smaller
than any planet in our solar
system, said astrophysicist
Thomas Barclay of NASA’s
Ames Research Center in
Mountain View, Calif.
“This is the smallest exoplanet that’s ever been found,”
said Barclay, lead author of
a report on the discovery
published Wednesday in the
journal Nature. “We’re breaking new ground here.”
From its perch in space, the
Kepler telescope trains its
lenses on more than 150,000
stars in the Milky Way and
searches for the telltale fluctuations in a star’s light caused
by a planet’s passing orbit. A
primary goal of the mission is
to look for Earth-like worlds
that orbit within their stars’
“habitable zones”, planets that
might be able to maintain liquid water on their surfaces
and, perhaps, sustain life.
Kepler has performed its job
well, thus far detecting 2,740
possible planets in its designated patch of sky. Subsequent
analysis has confirmed that
105 of those candidates were
actual planets.
Most of those have been significantly larger than Earth,
and are believed to be gassy
or watery in composition.

Small rocky planets are more
difficult to spot, Barclay said,
in part because they obscure
such a tiny amount of light
from the stars they orbit. Natural variability in a star’s light
can be confused with a planetary signal.
But Kepler-37, the star that
hosts the small planet, made
the detection work easier
by being bright and “quiet,”
Barclay said. In fact, the scientists were able to see a
clear-enough pattern of dips
in its light to distinguish three
separate planets orbiting the
star.
Subsequent analysis using
images from ground-based
telescopes and sophisticated
computer modeling helped
Barclay’s team confirm that
the sightings were real, he
added.
The smallest of the three
planets, known as Kepler37b, is about the same size as
Earth’s moon and takes just 13
days to complete an orbit. Its
neighbor, Kepler-37c, is about
three-quarters the size of
Earth and completes an orbit
in 21 days. Both are probably
rocky planets, Barclay said.
The third planet in the system, called Kepler-37d, is
about twice as big as Earth and
orbits in 40 days. It is likely
to be a gassy, Neptune-like
planet_ but very hot, Barclay
said.
All three bodies are closer
to their host star than Mercury is to the sun, and none
of them would be suitable for
supporting life as we know it,
Barclay said.
But their discovery is
still “really good news” for
the search for habitable
worlds, he added, because it

demonstrates that the Kepler
telescope is sensitive enough
to find Earth-sized planets
with longer orbits “in the nottoo distant future.”
Because the Kepler-37 planets are so close to their star and
orbit it so quickly, scientists
were able to observe dozens of
light dips associated with their
transits. Planets orbiting at
greater distances don’t pass in
front of their star as frequently,
so it takes longer for researchers to accumulate sufficient
data to study.
Barclay said he doesn’t
expect the telescope to find
many more planets as small as
Kepler-37b, however. They’re
just too hard to see.
“There’s a limit to how small
a signal you can detect,” he
said.
California Institute of Technology astronomer John
Johnson, who was not involved
in the research, said that scientists planning the Kepler
mission never thought they
would find such tiny worlds.
“I don’t think anyone would
have been taken seriously if
they had said, before Kepler
launched, that we’d find planets as small as Mercury,” he
said. Mercury is slightly larger
than Earth’s moon.
The telescope has revolutionized astronomers’ notions
of our galaxy as a place that
must be “teeming with rocky
planets” that seem to be “a
natural outgrowth of star formation,” he added.
Indeed, Kepler has been so
prolific that many space enthusiasts have become blase
about exoplanet discoveries
just as scientists are closing
in on finding truly Earth-like
worlds, Johnson said.

campus have used JobTrax as
an informational tool in their
classrooms to help students
figure out what is out there for
their careers and the outlooks
of selected careers.
“If a student were to speak
up and say ‘I really want to
do this with my career but I
don’t know what the salary
is or whether or not there
is anything out there available,’ the professor can offer

an additional resource to help
students succeed in their preferred area of study and future
career goals,” Stoler said.
Ashley Johnson, freshman
nursing major, said she has
heard about JobTrax a few
times in her classes.
“My first semester, my
first year seminar professor
explained a lot of different resources that Marshall offered
to us and there were so many,

I can’t remember them all, but
JobTrax is one I do remember,”
Johnson said. “When he explained what it did for us and
how it would help us find jobs,
I felt like a weight was lifted
off my shoulders because I am
now trying to find a job outside of Marshall and I had no
clue where to start until I remembered about JobTrax.”

See JOBTRAX | Page 5

Thriving Afghan zoo’s plans to
expand worry its champions

MATTHEW RAINS | MCT

LEFT: The Kabul Zoo has become one of the most popular attractions anywhere in Afghanistan. Despite being
no larger than a suburban U.S. high school campus, the zoo has become one of the most popular leisure
attractions in all of Afghanistan, so popular in fact that ticket sales generate more money than it costs to
operate the attraction. RIGHT: A bear naps in the sun at the Kabul Zoo.
By JAY PRICE

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
In 2001, as the Taliban government collapsed, the Kabul Zoo
had been almost destroyed by
years of war and neglect. Exhibits were bombed out, and many
of the animals had been maimed,
been eaten by hungry Afghans or
died of hunger.
That’s when the North Carolina Zoo stepped in with more
than $400,000 it had collected in
donations. Other foreign groups
pitched in, and the donations
eventually reached nearly $2
million.
The result: Despite being no
larger than a suburban U.S. high
school campus, the zoo has become one of the most popular
leisure attractions in Afghanistan
_ so popular, in fact, that ticket
sales generate more money than
it costs to operate the attraction.
Now Kabul’s mayor wants
to make the zoo more than five

times larger with more animals,
more space and more crowdpleasing species from places
such as Africa.
Those who helped revive
the zoo say that might be a big
mistake.
“Getting them to understand
what they can do that will be sustainable, given their resources
and the climate there, is difficult,”
said David Jones, the director of
the state-owned North Carolina
Zoo in Asheboro, which covers
150 times more land than its
counterpart in Kabul.
Jones, who’s long been involved in helping zoos in the
developing world, said the
idea of a sprawling zoo with
more species from more places
raised a host of issues, including simply the cost of heating
and cooling animals’ housing in
Afghanistan’s climate, which is
known for its big swings in daily
and seasonal temperatures.

Jon Coe, one of the world’s
best-known zoo designers, was
hired in 2011 as part of a $120
million aid package to improve
the city from the U.S. Agency
for International Development.
His design for the zoo emphasized native species, education,
conservation, the health of the
animals and sustainability over
flash. The area for animals
would grow only moderately.
The emphasis would be on species native to Afghanistan. Land
across the Kabul River that’s
been earmarked for expansion
would become a conservationminded river park tied in with
the zoo.
The idea was a zoo that Kabul could afford to run properly
even if the foreign funding that
now fuels the city’s budget dries
up, Coe said in an email from his
home in Australia.

63.8 percent. Latinos have the
lowest median age of any population group, 27, compared to
33 for blacks 36 for Asians; and
42 for whites.
Florida is home to the thirdhighest total of Latinos: 4.35
million, or 22.8 percent of the
state’s population. It is far behind California, which includes
14.4 million Latinos, and Texas
with 9.8 million. Both those
states are 38.1 percent Latino.
The break down by country
of origin is very different for
Florida than for the nation as a
whole. Among Florida Latinos,
35 percent are of Cuban descent, 26 percent Mexican and
23 percent Puerto Rican.
Charles Zelden, a Nova
Southeastern University political scientist, said his campus
has a growing number of Latino
students.
“We are the future of America,”
he said. “The Latin population
is growing even faster than the
common wisdom would assume.”

Zelden said the report and
the election outcome make
it evident why the Republican Party has made a Latino,
Cuban-American Sen. Marco
Rubio, the face of the party.
“It makes sense, although
given the numbers, it would
make even more sense if he
were Mexican and not Cuban,”
Zelden said.
He wondered whether newly
elected Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas,
who is already making his voice
heard on Capitol Hill, may eventually challenge Rubio as the
Latino face of the party.
At least 10 states saw increases
in
their
Latino
populations of more than
100 percent since 2000. In
the South, Georgia and North
Carolina saw large increases
and both now have more than
800,000 Latino residents.
The survey shows that educational levels of Latinos rose
over the 11 years studied.
The high school dropout rate

among Latinos ages 16 to 19
plummeted from 17.5 percent in 2000 to 6.8 percent
in 2011. The percentage of
Latinos 18 to 24 enrolled in
college rose sharply, from 20
percent to 32.9 percent in the
11 years.
The median income of a
Latino household in 2011
was $39,000. That compared
to $67,000 for Asian households, $54,400 for whites and
$32,600 for blacks. Thirteen
million Latinos live in poverty,
25.9 percent of the total Latino
population, and 22 percent receive food stamps. Only blacks
have higher rates in those categories, with 27.9 percent living
in poverty and 28 percent receiving food stamps.
But Latinos have by far the
highest percentage of people
without health insurance, 30
percent. That compares to 10.8
percent for whites, 15.4 percent
for Asians and 18.6 percent for
blacks.

See ZOO | Page 5

Latino population increases by 47 percent from 2000 to 2011, survey says
By JOHN LANTIGUA

PALM BEACH POST (MCT)
A new national survey shows
that the Latino population in
the U.S. rose 47 percent from
2000 to 2011 and that the rate
of growth in Florida was even
higher 62 percent.
The Pew Research Hispanic
Center in Washington, a respected demographic research
institute, found that the Latino
population in the U.S. during
those 11 years swelled from
35.2 million to 51.9 million.
The total U.S. population as of
2011 was 311.6 million, meaning that 16.7 percent of people
living in the U.S. were Latino,
compared to 12.5 percent in
2000.
And that percentage is expected to increase. Of all births
in the U.S. in 2011, 23.1 percent
were to Latino women.
The 2011 numbers are based
on the American Community
Survey, conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau, which surveyed

3 percent of the households
in the U.S. and extrapolated
total numbers from those interviews. The households were
contacted during 2011 and the
numbers were compiled over
the past year. The 2000 numbers were based on the census
from that year.
The center says its figures
include undocumented people.
There are thought to be 11
million to 12 million undocumented people in the U.S., 80
percent of whom are Latino.
The growing numbers of Latinos, especially the increase in
Latino voters, is affecting U.S.
political life. Democratic President Barack Obama defeated
Republican Mitt Romney for
the presidency in November, in
part by winning the Latino vote
by 71-26 percent.
Republicans’ hard-line position against the legalization of
undocumented residents cost
them many Latino votes. GOP
members of Congress have

since begun negotiating with
Democrats on a comprehensive
immigration law overhaul, to
improve relations with Latino
voters.
By far the largest Latino community in the U.S. is people of
Mexican descent, with 33.5
million, or 64.5 percent of all
Latinos. Many people of Mexican descent come from families
that have lived in the U.S. for
many generations. Two-thirds
of all persons of Mexican descent in the U.S. were born here.
Puerto Ricans, who are U.S.
citizens from birth, number
4.9 million; Salvadorans, 1.95
million; Cubans, 1.88 million.
Guatemalans, who have a large
community in Palm Beach
County, number 1.22 million
nationwide.
Not only did the number of
Latinos and their percentage
of the U.S. population increase,
but the percentage of Latinos
in the U.S. who are U.S.-born
increased from 59.9 percent to
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EAST DIVISION

MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

C-USA

W
MEMPHIS
11
SOUTHERN MISS 10
UCF
7
EAST CAROLINA 6
MARSHALL
5
UAB
4

Overall
L
0
2
5
6
7
7

W
22
21
17
15
12
12

			
L
3
6
9
10
15
14
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WEST DIVISION

C-USA

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
SMU
RICE

W
7
6
5
4
3
1

Overall
L
5
5
6
7
8
10

W
14
14
17
15
13
5

3

			
L
11
11
9
9
13
20
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Baseball looks to expand on .500 record
By CAITIE SMITH

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall University baseball will head south
as the team travels to the Carolinas for a four
game matchup this weekend.
The Herd will play North Carolina A&T in three
games and will then travel to Myrtle Beach, S.C.
for a showdown with Coastal Carolina.
“I think the momentum right now is great,”
senior designated hitter Alfredo Brito said. “All
these young guys got their first collegiate games
on their way.”
Catcher Matt Kirkwood said he agrees with
Brito’s statement.
“The freshmen got their feet wet and everyone
else has a few games under their belt to settle
their nerves,” Kirkwood said.
NC A&T currently has a record of 2-1 and
went 20-36 last season. Coastal Carolina is
also 2-1 on the year. Last season, the Chanticleers played in the NCAA Regionals and
supported a 42-19 record. Coastal Carolina
has the third highest win record in the nation
since 1999.
Brito said he is not thinking about opponents
this weekend.
“I just know Coastal has been to regionals,”
Brito said. “But we’re just worried about our
team and getting on the level that we expect to
play at.”
Marshall is currently .500 on the season,
splitting a two game series with Old Dominion
last weekend. The Herd lost the second game
10-1.
“I think we could have performed better, especially offensively and as an individual as well,”
Brito said. “We need to have better at bats, and
then the numbers will take care of themselves.”
Kirkwood said there are things the team can
do this weekend to be successful.
“For this weekend, to be successful defensively
our pitchers need to get ahead,” Kirkwood said.
“We need to make the routine plays behind them.
Offensively, we need to get in the opponent’s
bullpen and play team baseball.”

The senior from New Castle, Pa., was assigned the task of stopper after serving as a
bullpen catcher last year while he nursed an
arm injury.
Kirkwood hits in the cleanup position, but
does not see any extra pressure with that.
“Being a catcher is a leadership role, because
you see everything that is going on in the field,”
Kirkwood said. “You have a pitching staff to handle along with letting the players know where to
go with the ball.”
Kirkwood scored the only run in the loss to
ODU.
“This week I’ve been working on letting the
ball travel and working the other way,” Kirkwood
said. “I’ve been working on recognizing the off
speed pitches earlier.”
Brito serves as the most veteran player on the
roster, and is filling the role of leader by giving
advice to the underclassmen.
“I’m being a leader of the team by helping the
younger guys — helping to guide their situations
at hand,” Brito said.
The Miami, Fla., native has certain expectations for this coming weekend.
“I expect the freshmen to have some of their jitters gone,” Brito said. “This can now allow them
to play to the best of their abilities. As a team, I
think we can be much better both offensively and
defensively.
Brito said there are essentials that can be done
to ensure success.
“Some of the little things that can help us are
having quality at bats and working more as a
unit,” Brito said.
The pitching rotation for the weekend is not set
in stone and weather will factor in that decision.
The projected weather for the weekend in
Greensboro, N.C. is in the mid 50s, while Myrtle Beach, S.C. will boast an excellent baseball
atmosphere with forecasts in the mid 60s.
The Herd hope that wins will come with the
warm weather.
Caitie Smith can be contacted at
smith1650@marshall.edu.

HERDZONE.COM

Senior designated hitter Alfredo Brito gets ready for an at-bat against Old Dominion. So far this season
Brito is leading the Herd in batting with a .333 average and a RBI.

Women’s Basketball welcomes East Carolina

Marshall Dominates
UCF in 82-70 Road Win

By MALCOLM IRVING

HERDZONE.COM
A season-high 54.2 percent shooting from the field propelled
the Marshall men’s basketball team to its first road win, an 8270 victory at UCF on Wednesday.
“I’m really proud of our kids,” said head coach Tom Herrion.
“They’ve been tremendous through our inconsistent struggles
at times this year. They deserved that win.”
Junior Elijah Pittman led the Thundering Herd (12-15, 5-7
Conference USA) with 20 points on 7-of-11 shooting including
3-of-5 from three-point range.
Juniors D.D. Scarver and DeAndre Kane joined Pittman in
double-figures. Scarver had 16 points, three rebounds, two
assists, two blocks and two steals while Kane had 19 points, a
game-high seven assists, five rebounds and three steals.
Dennis Tinnon recorded his eighth double-double of the
season with 14 points, on 6-of-10 shooting, and 15 rebounds.
He helped the Herd outrebound the Knights (17-9, 7-5 C-USA)
42-32. Both teams pounded the ball down low with 64.4 percent of the scoring being done in the paint, 50 by UCF and 48
by Marshall.
Marshall trailed 10-8 at the 15:38 mark, but after that, never
trailed again as the Herd went on an 11-2 run to take a 19-12
lead. The Knights cut the lead to four points on two separate occasions in the first half, but the Herd gradually separated itself
from the home team to lead 48-34.
“Offensively the ball moved so well and obviously we made
some shots early,” Herrion said. “We got anything we wanted
really. Our execution was tremendous.”
It was the most points Marshall has scored in a half all season
thanks to 60.0 percent (21-of-35) shooting from the field.
Marshall’s lead swelled to 22 points, 71-49 after a threepointer from Tamron Manning, with 9:17 to play. The Knights
went on a 14-2 run to cut it to eight points with just over four
minutes remaining. However, the Herd made seven of its last 10
free throw attempts to win its first road game of the season and
win the final game against the Knights as members of Conference USA. UCF is leaving the conference and will be a member
of the Big EAST Conference beginning next season.
“We guarded the three really well and rebounding, minus our
really bad free throw block-outs in the second half, I thought we
did a really good job on the glass.”
UCF was led by Isaiah Sykes who finished with 23 points, 11
rebounds and five assists before fouling out late in the game.
Marshall will next be in action on Saturday when it hosts UAB
at 7 p.m.

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall Thundering Herd women’s basketball team will come into the
Cam Henderson Center looking for revenge tonight against the East Carolina
Pirates.
In the team’s last matchup, East Carolina, 18-6 overall and 8-3 in conference
play, topped Marshall, 8-16 overall and 2-9
in conference play. The win allowed the
Pirates to move ahead of UTEP and into
second place in the conference. The Pirates
lead the all time series against Marshall,
12-6.
The Herd had a tough loss last Sunday
against UAB, falling 61-49. After the game,
the Herd took on UTEP — then ranked second in the conference — and came out with
a victory, proving that the Herd can beat
anyone in the conference.
The Herd is led by sophomore guard
Shay Weaver, who averages 10 points per
game, and sophomore forward Chukwuka

Ezeigbo, who averages 8 points per game.
Ezeigbo also leads the team with 32 blocks
this season.
The Pirates are led by senior forward
Whitney Edwards, who averages 12
points per game, and senior point guard
Celeste Stewart, who averages 11 points
per game.
Junior guard Erica Woods said the team
would need to give a team effort if they are
to be successful.
“Each game we have to go out ready, focus and play together as a team,” Woods
said. “Whoever plays together as a team
and has the best energy usually comes out
on top.”
Woods said the Herd will face a few
challenges in the upcoming game, but
are ready for the challenges.
“ECU is the most consistent team in
Conference USA right now,” Woods said.
“They just came off of a pretty big win
— they knocked off SMU who was undefeated in the conference till then. We

know everything that they are going
to do. Our coaches put together great
scouting reports. We just have to play
team defense, help each other out and
just put points on the board.”
Freshman guard Norrisha Victrum said
the team has a game plan for this upcoming game and season.
“We need to stay locked in mentally and
emotionally,” Victrum said. “We have to
execute, and we have to stay together. No
letdowns. We are a family and if someone
is falling, we are falling too. We got to keep
everybody up, so we need to stay together
and have fun while playing hard at the
same time.”
The game will also be the “Reign Game,”
with the team trying to set a new attendence record.
Marshall’s Women’s basketball team will
face the East Carolina Pirates in the Cam
Henderson Center at 7 p.m.
Malcolm Irving can be contacted at irving3@marshall.edu.

Huntington Wiffleball League looking for teams
By MIRANDA PEMBERTON

THE PARTHENON
Spring is just around the corner and
there are opportunities to get outside and
exercise with spring break and summer
coming up.
Josh Smith, a Hurricane, W.Va. native,
started the Huntington Wiffleball League,
which will start playing games at St. Cloud
Commons on April 2.
Games are played every Tuesday at 5:30
p.m.
Josh Smith, league commissioner, said he
and his team had a blast last year just getting out and playing, even if they had not
played since their younger years.
“I grew up around baseball. I played from
tee-ball until Babe Ruth,” Smith said. “I
wasn’t good enough to play in high school
and there after, so I started play wiffleball
with my friends to sort of get my baseball
fix.”
Smith said the idea for the league came
from the fact that all of his friends had
moved away and he could just not quit after 10 years of playing.
“A friend of mine showed me St. Cloud
Commons,” Smith said. “It was a good place

for us to start playing again, then I got the
idea to start the league since there isn’t
many in the state.”
Anybody over the age of 18 is encouraged to get a team and sign up or just
register on their own.
“We really would like to target the college age group,” Smith said. “We know
many of them play ultimate frisbee or kickball and they may just want a change.”
Smith said anybody over 18 can come
out and play.
“It’s not very hard to play at all. Just like a
scaled down form of baseball,” Smith said.
There is only 100 feet from home plate
to center field in wiffleball, which can make
the ball trickier to hit, Smith said.
“There is no need for umpires,” Smith
said. “There is a strike zone board that his
behind the hitter and if the ball hits that
board, it’s considered a strike.”
Runners can also be pegged out with
the ball, instead of being tagged out like in
baseball.
“Wiffleball is just plastic with eight holes
in it,” Smith said. “So if you do get hit, which
I have, it doesn’t really hurt.”
Even though the season begins on April 2,

potential players have a chance to go out
and see if they would like to play in the
league.
“We are playing scrimmage games March
19 and 26,” Smith said. “You do not have to
pay a registration fee for these games. You
can just come out and see if you like it; no
risk or obligation involved.”
The league makes out a schedule for
teams so they can still plan other activities
around the games.
“We need to know teams as soon as possible,” Smith said. “No later than March 26
so we can make the schedules accordingly.”
Currently, the league has four teams returning from last year plus a new team that
has decided to join.
“You need three people at a minimum to
form a team,” Smith said. “No more than
five people to a team.

See WIFFLE | Page 5
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Column

Sony announced the next product in
their series of game consoles Wednesday
evening: the PlayStation 4. The PlayStation
brand has been around for almost 20 years
and has stayed one of the most popular
gaming consoles worldwide. This was the
first event in two years hosted by Sony to
announce a new product.
Gaming has evolved a lot since the beginning days of Pong and Pac-Man. Today,
nearly everyone has played games with four
or more people in the same room or even
over the Internet with the PlayStation Network or X-Box Live, making video games not
just available to be played not just by friends
in the same room, but by friends worldwide.

More than 500,000 people watched the
livestream of the announcement event,
causing several video game related websites
to crash. Some people have written off Sony
because Nintendo and Microsoft offer new
products more often, it seems, but no one
into gaming took this announcement lightly.
The PlayStation 4 will offer several new
features including an instant boot time and
background downloading, so gamers will
still be able to play other games instead of
waiting for a download to finish.
Sony had already integrated other streaming
features such as Hulu and Netflix in their past
console, the PlayStation 3, but the new system
is taking those features to the next level.

The new console will allow third party
devices to use some of the features of the
PS4 including being able to use smartphones and tablets to view videos or
challenge friends to games.
There are a lot of new features in this
console that are sure to make gamers excited for the changes coming to the video
game world.
Since Sony has made this announcement,
it is sure to be an advancement in video
game technology with its touchscreen and
cloud gaming features. It will be interesting
to see what other companies which focus
on gaming such as Nintendo or Microsoft
have up their sleeves to compete with it.

Gluten-free food fad is
healthier alternative
By TRISTAN SMITH

COLUMNIST
The Internet, coupled with
high-speed
communication
has made great strides in
many areas in the last 10 to 15
years. Information availability
on literally any topic that you
can imagine is on the rise and
a lot of this affects the way we
live today.
One thing that I have
personally observed the
evolution of in the last
six-to-seven years is the
“gluten-free fad,” which is
becoming more and more
common everywhere you
look. Now, I try to use the
term “fad” loosely, because
most people who follow a
gluten-free diet do so out of
necessity. Ironically, however, without gluten-free fad
diets becoming popular in
Hollywood, some opportunities may not be available
right now for those who suffer from a gluten allergy.
An allergic reaction to
gluten is known as Celiac
disease, which basically
causes abdominal problems if gluten products are
consumed. Celiac disease is
commonly linked to genetics and is not necessarily
present from birth. In other
words, a person can develop
the intolerance over time.
There is still no known cure
or preventative for a gluten allergenic person. This
means that the only way to
avoid being sick is to avoid
gluten altogether.
Gluten is a protein composite found in foods processed
from mainly wheat, barely,
and rye. To avoid eating any
gluten foods you have to stay
very vigilant with your diet.
Bread is out of the question,
as well as anything made or
coated in flower. Most sauces,
seasonings and marinades
also contain gluten, so avoiding it may be harder than it
seems.
Luckily many restaurants
have started preparing gluten-free and allergy menus
for customers who have to

avoid certain things. I have
first-hand experience with
this because my friend Chase
is gluten-intolerant. He has
been on a gluten-free diet for
five years.
He told me that over half
of the restaurants in our area
have specific allergy menus
now, and that number has
been rising in recent years.
Also, nearly all of the chain
sit-down restaurants include a section on their menu
which excludes gluten. The
restaurants are beginning to
take notice as more and more
people are diagnosed with
and educated about Celiac
disease.
The labeling and advertisements for products in grocery
stores are also shifting in
the direction to make people
more aware of the inclusion
of gluten and other allergens.
I think it is a very good thing
that society and corporations
alike are becoming more conscious and aware of Celiac
disease.
Online restaurant review
websites are another tool
that has sparked interest in
a lot of people who suffer
from the disease. Sites like
Urban Spoon allow you to
look up menus, experiences,
and read reviews before you
even set foot inside a restaurant. These reviews can be a
good way to scout out your
evening meal, gluten-intolerant or not.
As I mentioned before,
the Internet and high-speed
communication have greatly
simplified information sharing, and have made it easier
to control the way we live.
More and more people each
day are becoming interested
about the ingredients of the
foods we eat. With the involvement and collaboration
of consumers and suppliers
alike, we seem to be headed
in a good direction as far as
food preparation and dieting
is concerned.
Tristan Smith can be
contacted at smith1631@
marshall.edu.

MCT CAMPUS
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Must winter storms have their own names?
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
(MCT)
The creeping acceptance of
a mercenary scheme to name
winter storms is not among
the most important things in
the news, or even the weather.
But like an ill wind, it carries
an unmistakable whiff of chaos
and dissipation.
The system for naming hurricanes and tropical storms
was developed over decades
to facilitate communications
about weather patterns that
can endanger large swaths of
the planet. Storms must reach
sustained winds of at least 40
m.p.h. before they earn a name
from one of several rotating
lists established by an international committee of the U.N.

World Meteorological Organization in Geneva. Officials even
have a deliberate procedure to
retire the names of the most
damaging storms once a year.
And then we have the
Weather Channel’s so-called
system for naming certain
winter storms, which looks
to have been developed by
the marketing staff in a fluorescent-lit meeting room
somewhere deep within its
offices off an Atlanta-area
highway interchange.
The channel’s comically vague
explanation of its process says it
will assess “several variables” before naming “noteworthy” storms
— including whether they affect
rush hour. The alleged benefits
presented by the network include
ease of “hashtagging” on Twitter.
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This isn’t much of a bid for
gravitas, and the Weather
Channel’s choice of storm
names doesn’t help. A good
portion of its list — including
Gandolf, Khan, Rocky and Yogi
— consists of names closely associated with characters from
science fiction, popular movies, and cartoons.
The Weather Channel announced its unilateral venture
back in the fall, whereupon
the National Weather Service
warned its meteorologists not
to dignify the network’s first
winter storm designation,
“Athena,” with a mention.
Unfortunately, though, the
gimmick started to gain traction with the nor’easter that
dumped snow on New York
and New England this month.

Public officials and others,
particularly on social media,
began joining the channel’s
hype machine in calling the
storm “Nemo,” a name irrevocably bound to an animated
clownfish. (Sorry, Jules Verne.)
At least the new regime replaces the channel’s previous,
ad hoc efforts to name snowstorms — e.g., “Snowtober”
— which were even worse. But
it’s still a depressing attempt
to disguise empty hype as empirical analysis.
How long can it be before
this pseudoscientific system
mutates to encompass even
more unremarkable weather
patterns? We might as well
brace ourselves for Heat
Wave LeBron or Stiff Breeze
Bieber.
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Shootout leaves chaos, carnage behind
By ERIN JESTER
and CAROL ROSENBERG

THE MIAMI HERALD (MCT)
When Doris Corveas' husband
called to say he was stuck in a road
block near their West Kendall home,
she could barely hear him over the
sound of circling helicopters.
She stepped outside to take a look.
What she saw was the aftermath of
a violent shootout between police and
suspected marijuana growers in the
Lakes of the Meadow development,
which had left a burning home, a dead
body inside and a neighborhood in
chaos.
Within 18 hours, police had arrested a suspect who fled the home,
and said a body found hanging 10
blocks away was a third man involved
in the shootout.
Police identified the man arrested
as Brian Kelly Howell, 29. The body
found hanging in an apparent suicide
was Dell Peter DiGiovanni, 50.
Police said they were still looking
for a third suspect, Michael Steven
DiGiovanni, 27. As of Wednesday

evening, they had not identified the
body found in the charred home.
Investigators offered few details of
the narcotics investigation that drew
them to the West Kendall neighborhood of pink and yellow stucco
homes with neatly manicured front
lawns.
The three suspected marijuana
growers didn't appear to have a major
criminal background – just a few traffic infractions in Virginia and Florida.
The men had lived in the rented,
red-roofed house for several years.
They mainly kept to themselves, and
didn't try to fit in, neighbors said.
"It was little things you notice that
were off," said one resident who said
she lived in the area for more than 20
years and did not want to be identified.
One of the men who lived there once
crashed his car into a tree and split
it in half. Neighbors attributed small
acts of vandalism to them, including
mailboxes knocked over.
Still, the shootout that started the
all-night manhunt was not something
they expected.

It all started at about 7 p.m. Tuesday, when Miami-Dade narcotics
detectives arrived to check on a tip
about a possible marijuana grow
house.
As police approached, the shooting
started. Officers returned fire and said
three men escaped on foot. For reasons yet unknown, the house caught
fire.
Police units from around the county
responded, engaging in a manhunt
that kept the neighborhood locked
down all night.
One of the officers involved in the
shootout was Edwin Diaz, who was
wounded in a similar shooting outside
a Naranja grow house in 2008.
"He certainly seems to have
nine lives," police union president
John Rivera said Wednesday. "It's
commendable."
If indeed the property was a hydroponic grow house, it was part of a
lucrative national trend of indoor marijuana farms that has "been going on
for quite some time, at least a decade,
in South Florida," said James N. Hall,

an epidemiologist at Nova Southeastern University.
Hall described these grow houses as
up to $1 million annual, mom-and-pop
type operations inside three- or fourbedroom houses using the guise of
suburbia to cover up their criminal activities producing "a very high grade,
very expensive grade of marijuana" in
four crops a year.
"It's quite often the case that neighbors are surprised," Hall said.
But as this week's carnage in Kendall
illustrated, it can have a sinister side.
Raids by police or rival gangs can turn
violent because these houses laden
with cash crops and sophisticated
equipment are typically protected by
firearms.
More typically, Hall said, a SWAT
team can move in without gunfire
by detecting a grow house through
high electrical usage or infrared light
sensors that allow authorities the element of surprise.
While rarely violent, grow-house
raids are increasingly part of the
rhythm of life in Florida.

In June, Miami-Dade police closed
down South Miami Middle Community School, just in case, while SWAT
team members surrounded a home to
peaceably order out a man for arrest
as a suspected member of a growhouse ring.
In March 2011, police busted a grow
house on a well-kept street in Boca
Raton after being alerted to a home invasion in which robbers tied up a man
inside. Police arrived after the robbers fled but found an elaborate grow
house in the garage.
In June 2010, Miami Dade police
announced a one-day county-wide
sweep in collaboration with state and
federal authorities shut down 49 hydroponic labs, yielded 42 arrests and
2,300 marijuana plants with a street
value of $9.4 million.
In June 2009, the authorities announced a one-day crackdown called
Operation Eagle Claw shut down
120 residential hydroponic pot labs,
seized 6,800 plants and saw 142 people arrested across all 67 of Florida's
counties.

Wiffle

Continued from Page 3
Eventually Smith would like
to start a league in Charleston,
W.Va., where he currently resides, and let the two leagues
play either other. He said he
would also like to get some
charity involved.
“There is a league in Michigan called Wifflin for Wishes
and they raise money for
the Make a Wish Foundation,” Smith said. “It gives
back to the community and
it’s a good way to solidify
the leagues place in the
community.”

Capitol

Continued from Page 1
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Miami-Dade police investigate a crime scene at the Lakes of the Meadow development in West Kendall, Fla. Wednesday,. Suspected marijuana
growers engaged police in a shootout, and their home wound up in flames. Police have a suspect in custody and one is believed to have died in a
suicide.

Networking

Continued from Page 1
During the event, Barbour
questioned students about
their majors and encouraged them to think of ways
to become involved with
clubs that are focused on
their major’s interests. She
also encouraged students

Zoo

Continued from Page 2
His design, though, has failed
to satisfy the mayor, Mohammed Younas Nawandish, a short,
mustachioed, wildly popular
buzz saw of a man dubbed “The
Builder of Kabul.”

JobTrax

Continued from Page 2
Career Services plans to offer career webinars in the
Career Services, Feb. 27, from
3 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Survey

Continued from Page 1
“On the one hand, if we
have a lower mark in one of
those areas, we might identify
that as a place where we want
to improve,” Smith said. “If all
of the other institutions we
compare ourselves to are also
lower in that area, that tells

to not just join, but to be
involved.
“I thought it was a great turn
out and great event,” Barbour
said. “I thought students asked
some really good questions
and they seemed to really start
thinking about what they need
to do for their career path.”
Joshua Parsons, economics
major, said college is meant to

prepare students for their future employment.
“It is definitely a good reminder of making sure your
career path is the focus of what
you’re doing here,” Parsons
said. “You are trying to be prepared for what the workforce is
going to be requiring.”
Creativity is key and thinking
outside the box is important for

excellent park, and at the same
time a zoo, and it will be very
nice.”
Nawandish, a civil engineer
by training, is famed for 17hour workdays and striding the
streets of the city day and night,
looking for things to improve.
Backed with Western aid money,

he’s paved miles of dirt roads,
built dozens of parks and playgrounds, installed streetlights
and planted thousands of trees.
He has huge plans to construct
entire new neighborhoods.
As for the zoo, he wants animals that will amaze.
“I want elephants,” he said.

us that is an area that may
have less to do with Marshall
and more to do with that generation of college students.”
Reynolds said the changes
resulting from the NSSE help improve the campus for students.
“The changes we make,
we feel, make the campus a
more engaging place for students to be,” Reynolds said.

“The changes we are making
help to improve their learning and through that process
will help them to be better
prepared to face the challenges of the 21st century.”
Reynolds said the survey
launches Tuesday, and students will be chosen randomly
and will receive an email to
take the online survey. The last

reminder for the survey will be
April 9.
Reynolds said Marshall
started
participating
in
the survey in 2008 as a
way to establish a baseline
and gauge the university’s
improvement.
Jessica Patterson can be
contacted at patterson73@
marshall.edu.

secret to getting a job after college, getting to the top and ROI
resumes.
JobTrax allows students
to stay organized, streamline searches by applying
filters based on the preferred
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Maher also said the university was able to raise
$15 million a year and a
half before the deadline,
and have more money
waiting to be matched
along with more donors
who want to participate in
the program.
“In the beginning, I think
folks thought Marshall University wasn’t going to be able to
do it,” Maher said. “Little old
Marshall wasn’t going to able
to raise $15 million dollars,
but we did it.”
Taylor Stuck can be contacted at stuck7@marshall.
edu.

catching a future employer’s
eye, Barbour said.
“Networking in College” allowed students to generate
ideas and gather tips about
how to increase their impact
for their future career while at
Marshall.
Courtney Brown can be
contacted at brown625@
marshall.edu.

For one, Nawandish says, the
animal enclosures must expand
across the river, where Coe had
foreseen a family-friendly park.
“The condition of the zoo is
very good, but unfortunately
we don’t have a lot of animals,”
Nawandish said in an interview.
“We will change that. It will be an

The webinars will include
job searches and the “seven
success secrets every college
student needs to know” — why
should I hire you, from graduation to corporation, roadmap
to entrepreneurial success, the

state challenged Marshall
to raise $15 million dollars,
which they would match, resulting in $30 million dollars
for the university to be used
towards research.
“We have endowments that
are there to support primarily faculty research,” Maher
said. “But we also have endowments that are there to
support undergraduate research scholarships and we
also have graduate scholarship-type opportunities that
are there.”

Smith said potential players do not have to have any
experience.
“I want people to know that
it is open and they don’t necessarily have to be athletic
or overly competitive,” Smith
said. “It’s a nice way to spend
time with family or friends
and to come out, get some
exercise and socialize with
people.”
Those interested in the
league can visit http://www.
huntingtonwiffle.blogspot.
com/ for more information.
Miranda Pemberton can
be contacted at pemberton23@marshall.edu.

industry as well as create a job
search agent that notifies each
time a new job that meets interests is posted to the site.
Haylee Roberts can be
contacted at roberts215@
marshall.edu.
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1. Harlem Shake by Baauer

6. Ho Hey by The Lumineers

2. When I Was Your Man by Bruno Mars

7. Radioactive by Imagine Dragons

3. One Way or Another by One Direction

8. Daylight by Maroon 5

4. Suit & Tie by Justin Timberlake

9. Locked Out of Heaven by Bruno Mars

5. I Knew You Were Trouble by Taylor Swift

10. Hey Porshe by Nelly
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“I LOVE SLEEP.

MY LIFE HAS THE TENDENCY TO FALL APART
WHEN I’M AWAKE, YOU KNOW?

”

ERNEST HEMINGWAY

DowntownVisual Arts Center to involve art students
By CODI MOHR

THE PARTHENON
Students of Marshall University’s
School of Art and Design will have the
opportunity to involve themselves
and their work in the Huntington
community as a result of the development of a new arts center.
The Visual Arts Center is starting
construction in the former Stone and
Thomas building on Third Avenue.
The location will provide size and a
location to benefit the dramatic impact of the arts, Byron Clercx, director
of the School of Art and Design, said.
The new facility will provide an
ideal environment for art not only
physically, but also in the students’ exposure to civic learning opportunities.
“It is the best, most highly visible
location that provides us with that
kind of accessibility to the community where they can see what kind of
difference-makers students are and
are becoming,” Clercx said.
Visits to schools of art and design
around the country helped developers shape the concept of an art center
making a difference in a community.
“It was an overwhelmingly positive experience to not just see and
observe in a visual way the difference
that these art and design programs
made, but to feel and sense it and to
have people express to me how much
it changed these downtowns,” Clercx
said.
Edward Tucker, of Edward Tucker
Architects, a local firm in Huntington,
was hired by the university to develop
the facility. Tucker focused on the

fundamental needs of art students as
well as the necessity for interaction
within the community in the design
while maintaining the historic fabric
of the building.
“They knew it needed a complete
transformation,” Tucker said.
Tucker’s goal was to create a dynamic space while avoiding the
typical look of an institution and taking advantage of opportunities for
interaction among students and faculty. The building will include areas
for display, gallery space, convenient
classroom and office space, areas for
instructor work and much needed
storage.
Tucker said communal areas with
walls backed with wood behind drywall will provide ideal display space
for students and faculty while maintaining space unlike a typical hallway.
Students will have more expansive
opportunities to integrate community
service and learning with internship
opportunities, allowing a more diverse application of their skills, Clercx
said.
Programs involved in the relocation include painting, printmaking,
photography, graphic design, fibers and textiles, art education and
foundations.
The Visual Arts Center is set to
open in the fall of 2014.
“We deserve the best, and we can
be a part of producing and instilling
the desire to have the best,” Clercx
said.
Codi Mohr can be contacted at
mohr13@live.marshall.edu.
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CULTURE OF VIOLENCE
By MARK OLSEN

A world of difference in reactions over foreign, U.S. film violence

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Genre filmmaking helps make
sense of the world, creating codes by
which the seemingly irrational ways
of human behavior can be understood. With storytelling modes that
travel from country to country the
crime picture, the horror film, the action movie genres cross borders and
barriers with audiences the world
over. On-screen violence can be seen
as an international language.
When people decry or defend the
graphic depiction of violence on
screen, it is usually in reference to
mainstream American movies. Many
films from other countries are equally
if not more explicit than their American counterparts, yet both in their
home countries and in the U.S. they
are seen in a somewhat different light.
American filmmakers have in no way
cornered the market for blood and
action on-screen, with influence and
inspiration moving in both directions.
Indeed, the borrowings between
filmmaking cultures and the dynamic
interplay and development of the
grammar of violence on-screen creates an entirely new window through
which to look at this difficult, tender
subject.
Yet the intense brutality and bloodshed of films such as South Korea’s
“Oldboy” or “I Saw the Devil,” Japan’s “Outrage” or “Lesson of the
Evil,” Sweden’s “Let the Right One
In” or Britain’s “Kill List” lead much

less often to the same kind of fingerpointing cultural conversations on
media that periodically erupt in the
U.S.
“Those kinds of questions aren’t
connected to violence in the same way
they are here when something like
Columbine or Newtown happens,”
said Jan-Christopher Horak, director of the UCLA Film and Television
Archive. “It doesn’t become a social
issue, it’s not a subject for the kind of
public discussion that we’re having
here now. They don’t make that leap
to blaming media for something.”
Is there something different about
the portrayal and reception of onscreen violence in other countries
to how we see and perceive it in
America?
Consider: Films from South Korea
are often heavy on knife-fighting,
which creates an atmosphere of
bloody intimacy to this up-close
form of screen violence. There is a
real-world reason behind this _ tight
restrictions mean guns are relatively
hard to come by in that country.
Whether there is a connection between real-life violence and media
is a frequent talking point with lawmakers and opinion makers in the
U.S., particularly after outbreaks of
spectacular violence. Yet with the
international reach of American cultural production it would stand to
reason that if such a causal effect
existed, it would be inciting similar
incidents all over the world.

That distinction does not go unno- the world means that thematic and
ticed elsewhere. “Especially when it stylistic ideas can move, for example,
comes to the media, we’re watching from Japan’s Akira Kurosawa to Itathe same things you guys are,” said ly’s Sergio Leone to America’s Sam
Colin Geddes, who as a programmer Peckinpah to Hong Kong’s John Woo
for the Toronto International Film and then back to Americans such as
Festival oversees the Midnight Mad- Quentin Tarantino.
ness section.
“We’re in an age now of global cinAs to whether the same cultural ema,” said Tim League, co-founder of
conversation on violence and media the Alamo Drafthouse Cinema theoccurring in the U.S. is happening ater chain as well as founder of the
north of the border, Geddes added, genre-centric festival Fantastic Fest.
“That’s not happening up here. People The Drafthouse Films distribution
watch American movies all around arm will soon be distributing in the
the world, and it’s not the same.”
U.S. South Korean filmmaker Kim KiOn the other hand, the aesthetics duk’s “Pieta,” winner of the top prize
of how violence is portrayed in other at the Venice Film Festival with its
countries have a way of working brooding mix of sexual, religious and
themselves onto more mainstream violent imagery.
American screens. South Korean
It would be easy to assume that
filmmakers Park Chan-wook, Kim Jee- the violent South Korean films that
woon and Bong Joon-ho are all trying make their way to American screens
their hands at English-language films make up a majority of the country’s
made with Hollywood stars, in cinematic production. But according
“Stoker,” “The Last Stand” and “Snow- to Nam Lee, assistant professor of
piercer,” respectively, bringing their film studies at Chapman University,
idiosyncratic portraits of violence there are many comedies and family
to American audiences. Numerous dramas that do well at South Korea’s
Nordic/Scandinavian
filmmakers domestic box office and never receive
including Niels Arden Oplev, Tomas distribution in America, causing a
Alfredson and Baltasar Kormakur misperception here of South Korean
have likewise recently directed Eng- filmmaking.
lish-language action pictures, with
“The depiction of violence is a little
“Dead Man Down,” “Tinker Tailor Sol- bit different from that of Hollywood
dier Spy” and “2 Guns.”
cinema,” Lee added. “In many Korean
As noted by Nitin Govil, assistant films, the violence is justified, where
professor at USC’s School of Cine- in Hollywood entertainment movies
matic Arts, the transnational cycle of it’s more cartoonish, violence is deANDREA STEELE | THE PARTHENON
influence among filmmakers around picted as a joke, and it doesn’t have a
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social subtext. Generally I don’t think
Korean audiences perceive violence
as fun. It’s very uncomfortable to
watch the violent films because it’s
very real.”
That consideration of cultural context is perhaps the toughest thing for
American audiences to grasp onto
when watching an extreme foreign
film. The 2010 movie “A Serbian Film”
pushed the envelope with its graphic
depictions of rape, incest and sexual
horrors for which there are simply
no polite descriptions, yet according
to League, “there is obvious political
context “ in the film’s allegory of surviving the depravity of abusive power.
(He was nevertheless quick to add,
“however, I’ll never let my mother see
it.”)
Welsh-born filmmaker Gareth Evans, who co-directed a segment in
the upcoming anthology “V/H/S/2”
has an interesting vantage point living and working in Indonesia. Evans
noted that as his own “The Raid:
Redemption,” which featured a machete-wielding gang of thugs fighting
off a squadron of police, played
around the international festival circuit the response would be largely
the same there would be “walkouts or
cheers regardless of where we screen
the film.”
“Of course it’s not for everyone and
that’s fine,” said Evans, putting the
issue in simple terms. “We all have a
right to leave a cinema, turn off a DVD
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or change channels.”

